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1 COR. x.+1 4. 
Flee from IDO LATRY. 


MEN and BrETHREN, 


HEY who will allow themſelves but a little Time to 

think impartially, will ſee that the direct Tendency of the 

preſent rebellious Inſurrection in this Kingdom, is the total 
Subverſion of our holy Religion, Laws and Liberties; I do not 
add, our Lives alſo, becauſe Life, without the other Bleſſings, is 
not deſirable. If this be ſo, as unqueſtionably it is, then every one 
who has any Regard for our reform'd Church, any Value for 
Britiſh Freedom, will not only wiſh Succeſs to his Majeſty's Arms, 
but will afford his beſt Aſſiſtance, to reſtore Peace to his Country, 
and ſecure it for the future againſt the inveterate Diſturbers of it's 
Tranquillity. 

And, as the Intereſt of our holy Religion is my more imme- 
diate Province, I ſhall confine my ſelf chiefly to that Point, in 
what I have now to fay. And as Popery is the Religion which 
muſt ſucceed the Ruin of our Proteſtant Church, and as Idolatry 
is eſſential to that Religion, I will inſiſt on that Part only of Po- 
pery ; and endeavour to fix Idolatry upon it, to the Satisfaction of 
every impartial Perſon ; that thereby, I may raiſe in your Minds a 
juſt Deteſtation of Popery, and excite you at this particular 
Juncture, to oppoſe that Power, and thoſe Meaſures, which are 
now on foot to introduce an idolatrous Religion, with all it's Train 
of direful Effects, among us. 

I will not entertain you with an Account of the various Sorts of 
Idolatry, which have been invented and propagated in the World. 
In every Inſtance of it, it is a Sin of the firſt Rank; ſtrikes at the 
Being of a God, and raviſhes from him the greateſt Honour that 
is due to him from his Creature, Man. 
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The true Nature of Idolatry conſiſts in applying any Part of 
religious Worſhip to any Being beſides God. That the Papiſts do 
this, I will endeavour to ſhew; and that their high Pretences to 
Catholick Doctrines, and Practices, does not acquit them from 
the Guilt of this heinous Sin. 


From the beginning of our happy Reformation of Religion, 
the Church of England has laid this Wickedneſs to their Charge; 
and proved it by unanſwerable Arguments. This may be ſeen in 
her Homilies againſt the Peril of Idolatry; and from the Writings 
of Biſhop STILLINGFLEET particularly, and many others, on that 
Subject. 

In the. Proſecution of my Deſign, it will be enough to take 
Notice of Romiſh Idolatry in ſome Inſtances only: When I have 
done that, to obſerve the Danger they of that Communion muſt 
be in from the Idolatry among them: And then make a ſuitable 
Application of the Whole to the Occaſion of my Choice of this 
Subject at this Time. | 

I am, in the firſt Place, to take Notice of ſome Inſtances of Ido- 


latry, which the Papiſts are guilty of, and ſhall obſerve three only. 
1. In their Service of the Maſs. | 


2. Their Addreſſes to Angels and Saints. 

3. Their Worſhip of Images. | 

I begin with their Maſs Service. Their Doctrine in this Point is, 
That the Bread and Wine upon the Altar, after Conſecration, are 
no more Bread and Wine, but the very natural Body and Blood of 
Chriſt ; and that though we feel, and taſte, and ſee them to be 
{till Bread and Wine, yet it muſt be believed, they are the Fleſh 
and Blood of the Man Chriſt Jeſus, notwithſtanding he aſcended 
into Heaven in his human Nature more than 1700 Years ago; 
and the Scripture tells us, that he will not come again in that Na- 
ture in which he aſcended, till he ſhall come to Judgment. 

This is the Popiſh Doctrine; and every one is required to believe 
it, on Pain of Damnation. 

It is from this Doctrine they adore the Hoſt, as God; and their 
great Champion, Bellarmine, with other of their Writers, argue 
for the ſame Worſhip to be paid to it, as to God. | 

From hence it is evident, that nothing can poſſibly free the Pa- 
piſts from the Sin of Idolatry, but the Certainty that Bread and 
Wine are changed into the natural Body and Blood of our Saviour, 


It 


AS 


If that be not true, their Idolatry is unavoidable ; and their own 
Authors have over and over acknowledged this to be the Conſe- 
quence of it. There is indeed no eſcaping the Force of the Ar- 
gument ; for if what they worſhip as God, proves not to be God, 
they —4 then give that Worſhip to a Creature, which belongs to 
God only. | 

From this Conſideration, there is no more between a Perſon's 
being a Papiſt and an Idolater, but the Truth of ſuch a monſtrous 
Doctrine as is ſhocking to common Senſe ; deſtroys the Faculties 
of human Nature, and ſubverts Reaſon, and Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
I fay, ſubverts Chriſtianity it ſelf. 

For, if Tranſubſtantiation be true, we cannot know that the 
Chriſtian Religion is true ; becauſe that which proves Chriſtianity 
to be true, proves Tranſubſtantiation to be falſe. 

When our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles preached the Chriſti- 
an Religion, they proved their Doctrine to be from God, by Mi- 
racles. Thoſe Miracles were an Appeal to Senſe. Senſe therefore 
was to judge of the Truth of thoſe Miracles done for Confirmation 
of that Doctrine. But this Doctrine of the Papiſts denies the Evi- 
dence of Senſe ; and for that Reaſon, muſt impeach the Evidence 
for the Truth of Chriſtianity. What therefore the Papiſts would 
impoſe on us makes the Author of our Faith inconſiſtent with 
himſelf ; deſtroys (as I faid) the Faculties of our Nature, and leaves 
us deſtitute of the Means, whereby we can know that Chriſt was 
the true Meſſiah, and that what he taught was from God. 

Beſides, this Doctrine of Popery deſtroys the very Nature of a 
Sacrament. In a Sacrament, there muſt be a Sign, and a Thing 
ſignified ; but this Popiſh Doctrine deſtroys the Sign, by turning 
it into the Thing ſignified. The Papiſts are apprehenſive of the 
Objections to this monſtrous Tenet ; and not knowing how to 
ward againſt the Abſurdities which attend it, have ſtruggled hard 
for the Truth of another, in Order to ſupport it; I mean, the 
Infallibility of their Church, For, if their Church be infallible (as 
they pretend) then it cannot teach falſe Doctrine ; and conſequently, 
as they aſſert, Tranſubſtantiation muſt be true. But alas! this is 
but making one Lye for the upholding of another. Infallibility 1s 
a round Way of defending an otherwiſe defenceleſs Doctrine; 
but cannot convince any but ſuch as are ſo blind, and fo hard, as 
to believe that any Man, or Number of Men, unaſſiſted by the 
unerring Spirit of God, can be infallible, But 
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ut it is very unlucky to the Papiſts in their Pretence to Infalli- 

bility, in Order to defend themſelves againſt the Charge of Idolatry 
and other falſe Doctrines, that, they never found it out till they 
were juſtly charged with groſs Falſhoods in Religion. When they 
had ſhamefully advanced monſtrous Errors, then they more impu- 
dently pleaded, that they could not err. 

But after all, this Invention ſerves only to make their Condition 
worſe. It ſhews that they are brought to a deſperate * when 
they are driven to maintain one Falſhood by another. It is a De- 
monſtration of their Inſolence, not their Innocence; and is an 
undeniable Proof that Papiſts will arrogate any Thing to them- 
ſelves, rather than acknowledge they have been miſtaken. 

2. Another Inſtance of Popiſh Idolatry is, their praying to An- 
gels and Saints departed. It is their known Doctrine, that Angels 
and Saints are Mediators and Interceſſors on our Behalf ; and it is 
as well known, that they pray to them much more than they 
pray to God. It is one of the Articles of their Trent Creed, (Art. 
4, that the Saints are to be worſhipped, and prayed to, and that 
they do pray for us. A Doctrine this, that is without Foundation 
in Reaſon, or Scripture : Scripture I fay, which expreſly aſſerts 
the contrary ; telling us, that as there is but one God, ſo there is 
but one Mediator between God and Man, the Man Chriſt 7. 
1 Tim. ii. 5. They have indeed advanced a Diſtinction, and urge 
it as an Anſwer to this Objection. They tell us, there are two 
Sorts of Mediators, one of Redemption, another of Interceſſion; 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Mediator of Redemption, but the 
Saints alſo of Interceſſion. But this Diſtinction 1s coined only in 
their own Mint, and has no Stamp of Authority, but from their 
bare Aſſertion. For the very ſame Perſon who died to redeem 
us, is the only one who is appointed to intercede for us, Rom. 
viii. 34. 

And, if this Diſtinction will not do, they have another to help 
it out. They ſay, they do not pray to theſe Creatures as they 
pray to God, nor honour them as they honour God. This they 
take a good deal of Pains to ſhew in their Trent Catechiſm. In it 
they tell us, —© Whereas we read, that the Angel forbad the 
** worſhipping him; (referring to what is recorded Rev. Ch. xix.) 
* 1t muſt be underſtood, that he did that, becauſe he would not 
* have that Honour done to him, which was due only to God.” 
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But this Interpretation is plainly forced upon that Paſſage, without 
any Proof. It is contrary to Scripture, and contrary to the Nature 
of divine Worſhip. It ſuppoſes what is falſe, (v/z.) That there 
are diverſe Sorts of religious Worſhip, a higher and a lower Sort 
of it; which, I am ſure, is very ſorry Divinity; for all ſuch Wor- 
ſhip is equal and uniform, and is due to God, and to no other. 

hen, therefore, they would perſuade, that they do not pray 
to Angels and Saints, as they pray to God, it is no more than 
vain Babling. We fay, they ought not to pray at all to thoſe 
Creatures, We do not charge them with holding, that an Angel 
or Saint is God: But we charge them with giving that to Angels 
and Saints which they have no Right to, but is the Right of God 
alone, 

Indeed, in ſome of their Books of Devotion they have moſt 
ſcandalouſly and blaſphemouſly aſcribed to the blefled Virgin an 
Equality with God, and given her a Superiority to her Son, who 
is her Saviour as well as ours. They expreſly pray to her, to com- 
mand her Son to give what they deſire. If this Way of treating a 
Creature is not Idolatry, there can be no ſuch Thing as Idolatry. 

The Vaelites, who worſhipped the golden Calf, did not think 
that Calf was God ; and yet they were Idolaters, by worſhipping it. 
Why, therefore, are not the Papiſts Idolaters, in worſhipping the 
Creature as they do, though they deny it to be God ? 

Moreover, this Practice of the Romeni/ts is contrary to Reaſon, 
as well as Scripture. God alone 1s in all Places; no created Being 
either is, or can be ſo. 

And, as it is God only who can know the Heart of Man, for 
that Reaſon our Prayers can be rightly made to none beſides him. 
His incommunicable Attributes of knowing all Things, of being 
every where preſent, and of infinite Power, qualify him, and him 
alone, to be the Object of Prayer. 

The firſt Notion we have of Prayer is, that he to whom we 
pray muſt be able to hear, and able to help us, at all Times, and 
in all Places, And what Creature is there, that is thus qualified ? 
Is there any Creature that is every where preſent? Is there any 
thar knows the Heart but of one Man? Can any created Being 
attend to innumerable Petitioners at one Time, and they as diſtant 
as Eaſt and Weſt, from one another? 
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To ſay any Creature can do this, is to deſtroy the eſſential Dif-. 
ference between Finite and Infinite. It is to make a ſingle Unit 
equal to endleſs Numbers, and to communicate the incommunica- 
ble Perfections of God, which muſt be horrid Impiety. I 

This juſt Charge of ours upon the Papiſts has driven them to 
that idle Plea which they make in their Defence, (vig.) That God 
can give Power to Angels and Saints to hear all Prayers. This is 
the ſame as to tell us, that God will give his Glory to another, and 
deſtroy that eſſential Difference betwixt himſelf and the Work of his 
own Hands. By this we may plainly ſee, that any Abſurdity, any 
Nonſenſe will be made uſe of to ſerve the Popiſh Cauſe, 

As an Illuſtration of this wicked Idolatry of theirs, it may be 
obſerved, that they build Altars, and have Offices and Litanies of 
Devotion to Saints. "Thoſe to the Virgin Mary are notorious ; and 
fo are thoſe to St. Winifred and others, which they dignify with 
the Title of Saintſhip; a Title hard to be proved to belong to ma- 
ny of them. 

I will conclude this Head with the Words of Dr, Cave. They 
* (fays he) who invocate Angels, (I may add Saints too) were 
held accurſed, inaſmuch as they forſook the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Son of God, and delivered themſelves up to Idolatry.” | 

I go on to make good the Charge, from their worſhipping of 
Images. 

11 we conſider Images and Pictures in a common or civil Senſe, 
we make no Objection to the Uſe of them. There can be no 
Harm in painting or carving the Reſemblance of a Creature, or 
having a Repreſentation of a Friend or Relation. But the making 
and uſing Images and Pictures in a religious Way, muſt be horrid 
to all who have a due Eſteem for the Purity and Spirituality of 
Chriſtian Worſhip; but eſpecially, in daring to make any Likeneſs of 
an infinite God, as the Papiſts do. 

It cannot be denied, that they make uſe of Images in their Devo- 
tions. Their Creed before- mentioned expreſly decrees, that they 
ſhall uſe them, and that they ſhall pay all due Reverence and Wor- 
ſhip to them. Though this Doctrine of Image Worſhip be ſtated 
by them in general Terms, yet a religious Sort of Worſhip is de- 
creed to them; and the known Practice of the Papiſts muſt be the 
beſt Interpreter of their general Doctrine. 
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As to their Practice on this Account, it is certain that they do 
ay a religious Worſhip to them. They bow 'to them in their 

n They creep to them. They kiſs them: And in ſome 

of their devotional Books there are direct Prayers made to them. 

When we charge them with this idolatrous Practice, they pre- 
tend not to treat Images in this Manner; and will ſpeak meanly 
of them. But this is nothing but Deceit and Cozen. If it is not, 
why has the Church of Rome decreed, that Worſhip is due to 
Images? And why do their beſt Writers tell us, that they do not 
terminate the Worſhip of Images in the Image, but in God ? This 
is as much as we defire, to juſtify our Charge of Idolatry. For, as 
they confeſs, that their worſhipping of Images is reſolved ultimately 
on God; we fay, that ſuch Conveyance of Worſhip to God by an 
Image, is idolatrous. For, as it was before noted, the [/raelites did 
wickedly in bowing to the golden Calf, and making it a Symbol or 
Token of God's Preſence : This was all they deſigned, by ſetting 
it up, and yet that did not free them from Idolatry. God charged 
them with being Idolaters in ſo doing. And yet, according to the 
Popiſh Argument 7 ge their being guilty of that Sin, the uel tes 
were not guilty of it, though the Scripture expreſly tells us they 
were. I may very juſtly add to this, that the very Heathens them- 
ſelves never were Idolaters, if this Popiſh Way of arguing be good. 

The Heathen did not worſhip their Idols as Idols, but as the 
Bodies or Habitation of their Gods. Their Images were eſteemed 
as the Places where their God reſided. It is well known, that this 
was the Senſe of their Men of Learning. This was the Doctrine of 
Porphyry, of Hierocles, and the Apoſtate Julian, in their Controver- 
ſy with the primitive Chriſtians. So that the Papiſts have only ex- 
changed the Name, not the Nature of the Heathen Idolatry. The 
one are Pagan, the other Chriſtian Idolaters, 

How far the ignorant Part of the Heathens practiſed this refined 
Sort of Idolatry, by not confining their Worſhip to the very material 
Idol, we cannot particularly ſay; but we may fay with Truth, that 
they were in great Danger of it: And it is more than to be feared, 
that they looked no farther than the mere Object of Senſe. And 
is it not worthy the ſerious Conſideration of the Guides of the Po- 
piſh Church, whether their ignorant Herd of Followers do not pay 
their Worſhip to the deaf and dumb Image, without looking any 
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fartber? They are not aſhamed to declare, that Ignorance is the 
Mother of Devotion. Their People are taught to patter over their 
Prayers, to tell their Beads, and do other outwards Acts, and then 
to think they have done enough. It may therefore be juſtly 
queſtioned, whether ſuch ſtupid Worſhippers, trained up in Igno- 
rance, and taught little more than a Sort of mechanical Religion, 
think at all of God in their Image Worſhip. 

Our Saviour tells us, that God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip 
bim, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, John iv. 24. What 
Danger of being Idolaters muſt they then be in, who are, in Effect, 
taught to forget God, who is a Spirit, by being led to pay their Ho- 
mage to the Work of Men's Hands ? | 

This points out the next Thing I mentioned as -a Head of my 
Diſcourſe : The Danger which the Papiſts are in by their idolatrous 
Worſhip. 

All Sin is deteſtable, and in it's Nature damnable, though not 
equally ſo. Sins of Ignorance are not ſo bad as thoſe of Wilful- 
neſs. A bare Omiſſion of a Duty is not ſo aggravating as an open 
Act in Violation of it. Sins againſt the firſt, are uſually ranked be- 
fore thoſe againſt the ſecond 'Table of the Law, However, both 
are under a divine Prohibition, - and where there is no Room for 
Option, there is no Excuſe for Action. X 

To ſpeak to the Point directly. Idolatry is a crying Sin. God 
forbad it with great Strictneſs under the Law, to check the Prone- 
neſs of the eus to it; who, notwithſtanding the Severity of the 


divine Prohibition, were ever and anon falling into it, till the 


judgment of God overtook them in carneſt for it. 

It is obſervable, that as their Idolatry was the great provoking 
Cauſe of their final Captivity, fo, ſince that Judgment, Idolatry has 
been abhorred by them: Inſomuch that they have a Saying among 
them, that ſome Grains of the molten Calf have been mixed wit 
every Affliction that has befallen them from that Time. 

Idolatry does ſo immediately affect the Being of God himſelf, 
and ſtrikes at the very Root of all the Honour due to his great 
Name, that we find him ſtiling himſelf a jealous God on that Ac- 
count particularly, in the fecond Commandment. _ 

That Commandment is ſo full againſt Image Worſhip, that it 


is a juſt Wonder how any profeſſed Chriſtians ſhould dare to prac- 


tiſe it. The 
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The Papiſts, indeed; betray a Conſciouſneſs of breaking it, by 
their Way of treating that Law of God. Their known Practice is 
this: They publiſh. the Commandments in a different Manner. 
Sometimes they wholly omit the ſecond Commandment. Some- 
times they divide the tenth Commandment into two, that they 
may be thought to keep up the whole Number. Sometimes they 
leave out only that Part of the ſecond Commandment, which flatly 
condemns their Image Worſhip ; and ſometimes they publiſh the 
Commandments as we do, as they ſtand in the xxth Chapter of 
Exodus. 

If it be aſked, why the Papiſts thus cut and ſhuffle, why they 
play thus faſt and looſe with the Commandments? The Anſwer 
is: They do it the more effectually to ſerve their Cauſe in every 
Shape, They leave out, or divide them, for the Uſe of their con- 
firmed Members; ſuch as believe, and act blindfold, and are well 
content to know no more of Religion than their Prieſts tell them, 
without farther Enquiry. | 

But they publiſh the whole Commandments, for the Uſe of ſuch 
as may waver in their Religion, or ſuch as they may hope of pro- 
ſelyting to it. 

Thus they put on any Form or Diſguiſe to deceive. They will 
2 Idolatry, and play all Tricks to conceal it. Theſe Miſ- 
eaders of the People mult be involved in much Guilt; and that 
Salvation which they ſo boldly deny to us, may be diflicult to be 
found among themſelves. 

St. Paul did not only warn his Corinthians to flee from Idolatry, 
but adviſed them of the heavy Judgments of God on thoſe who 
were guilty of it : as may be ſeen in the foregoing Part of the 
Chapter. And we find him aſſuring the Galatians, that Idolaters 
ſhould not inherit the Kingdom of God, Chap. v. 

It is, in Truth, a very fad Conſideration, that ſo many Coun- 
tries, bearing the Name of Chriſtian, ſhould be involved in this 
horrid Sin. It muſt cauſe a Concern in the Breaſt of every Pro- 
teſtant, who reads the Scripture, has any Zeal for God's Honour, 
the Purity of Chriſtianity, and the Good of Souls, to behold ſuch 
a Dominion over Men's Faith, as there is among the Papiſts, and 


{ſupported by the moſt wicked Means, 
B 2 But 


121 

But though this be the Idolatry of the Papiſts, we do not uſurp 
the Seat of God, by taking on us? to fix their final State, as they do 
ours. No; we have not fo learned Jeſus Chriſt. 

We condemn their Sin, but leave their Perſons to the Judgment 
of God. It may be, that the poor, ignorant, deluded People among 
them, who are debarred the Means of Knowledge, may find Pity 
from a merciful God ; but there is Reaſon to think their Caſe not 
ſo favourable, who cannot but be ſenſible of their groſs Corruptions, 
and yet ſtill abet them. I add, that the Papiſts who live in Pro- 
teſtant Countries muſt be more criminal on that Account. They 
have Opportunities of better Light, and are out of the Reach of 
Terrors in a Popiſh Land againſt any Oppoſition to that Religion. 
But greater is the Sin, more is the Guilt of thoſe who renounce 
the Proteſtant Faith, and go over to Popery. I truſt that the Bo- 
dy of Proteſtants in this Kingdom are better eſtabliſhed in their Re- 
ligion ; and though Popiſh Emiſſaries and Bigots to Rome may here 
and there pick up an ignorant or vicious Perſon among us, that the 
Main of our People are and will be ſtedfaſt and immoveable in the 
Principles of our Reformed Religion. 

It is ſcarcely to be imagined, that a Proteſtant who knows his: 
Religion, and knows any Thing of Popery, ſhould barter the one 
for the other. 

Will he exchange the full Light of the Goſpel for the Darkneſs. 
of Popery? Will he take up with Prayers in an unknown Tongue, 
for thoſe in his native Language? Will he change his Bible for 
a Fardel of legendary Stories, and worſhip the Creature more than 
that God who made us all? Will he multiply Mediators and In- 
terceſſors without End, to deſtroy the Unity of the Office of the 
Son of God, as the only Mediator between God ard Man? In ſhort, 
can it enter into the Heart of a Proteſtant, who enjoys the Purity of 
God's Word and Ordinances, to join himſelf with ſuch, according 
to whoſe Principles, the Prieſts firſt make their God, then worſhip 
him, and afterward they-and their People eat him? This is fo 
monſtrous, that the Savages of the Earth have nothing amongſt them. 

rallel to it. 

It would not be hard to give many other Inſtances of the groſs 


Corruptions of Popery, but this one Article of it's Idolatry is enough 
to raiſe the ſtrongeſt Deteſtation of that Religion. 


I Popiſh 
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- Popiſh Arguments, when ſtript of their falſe Colourings, are weak. 

Scripture, Primitive Antiquity, Reaſon and Senſe are all on the 

Proteſtant Side, The Papiſts have nothing but Falſhood and 

Power to ſupport their Doctrines and Worſhip. So juſtly was Po- 
ry deſcribed by a noble Perſon, to be a Faction ſupported by no- 

thing but Fraud and Cruelty. 

That theſe are the Pillars on which Popery ſtands, is evident 
from notorious Matters of Fact. Fraud is the very Trade of the 
Romiſh Guides. They maintain Equivocations and mental Reſer- 
vations in the moſt ſolemn Oaths. It is their Doctrine, that no 
Faith is to be kept with Hereticks. They ſell Indulgences, and 
Pardons, for the greateſt Sins. Their Study is to wreſt the Scrip- 
ture to ſpeak in their Favour, They have expunged from the 
ancient Writers, thoſe Paſſages that make againſt their novel 
Doctrines. They charge the Proteſtants with ſaying what they 
never did fay, and father the moſt palpable Falſhoods on them. 
They traduce our Reformers as Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, and all 
their Followers as loſt damn'd Wretches. They have their Days 
and Forms of curſing all thoſe they brand with Hereſy, by the 
Lump; and pour out their Anathemas upon them without Mercy. 
They excommunicate Proteſtant Princes, and abſolve their Sub- 
jects from all Duty to them. Thus they did by the glorious Queen 
Elizabeth, and all that adhered to her in rejecting the Pope's Au- 
thority, and cleanſing the Engi/þ Church from the Superſtition 
and Idolatry of Popery. 

Nor are their horrid Cruelties leſs known. What Blood have the 
Papiſts not ſpilt ? What Country, where they have had a Power, 
has eſcaped their bloody Hands ? 

This Nation felt their Outrage in the Reign of Queen Mary. 
The Burnings in Smizhfield, and other Parts of this Land, are 
tranſmitted to us in our Martyrologies. The Perſecutions in the 
Vallies of Piedmont; the Pariſian Maſſacre ; the Maſſacre in Je- 
land a little more than 100 Years ago; the dragooning the French 
Proteſtants; ſending Numbers of them to the Gallies ; driving 
Multitudes from Home and Harbour to ſeek their Bread in ſtrange 
Lands; in England, in Holland, in Switzerland, in Sweden, Den- 
mark, and other Proteſtant Nations. Do I need. to mention the 
Palatines and Saltzburgers, thoſe poor Exiles, of late Years for he 
ake 
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fake of Religion, who are now in America? I only add, as the 
Perfection of Popiſh Cruelty, their Court of Inquiſition in ſeveral 
Countries, exceeding all the Cruelties that Barbarians ever executed. 
on their fellow Creatures, 

This is the Religion, my Brethren, for which there is now- a 
rebellious Inſurrection in this Kingdom; with which all true Pro- 
teſtants are juſtly alarmed. Let ſome who call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants palliate this Inſurrection as they pleaſe, nothing but Popery 
and Slavery is at the bottom of it. Let it be covered with what- 
ever Colours it will, this is the Point in View. Every honeſt 
Church of England Man ſees it; and if ſome ſo called do not, none 
are ſo blind as thoſe who will not fee. 

The chief Agents in this Rebellion may make fair Promiſes, 
but no one will believe them, but they who have Faith to believe 
Tranſubſtantiation. Do they tell us they will eaſe us of our 
Taxes ? But will they not rather impoſe much heavier upon us? 
If for our Ingratitude to Providence, we are now ſcourged a little 
with Whips, will they not ſcourge us with Scorpions ? 

Every Proteſtant will do well to conſider what the Exchange 
muſt be, on temporal Accounts, ſhould this Enterprize of theirs 
ſucceed ; inſtead of thoſe tolerable Burthens we now bear (and 
which the Papiſts and their Fellow-labourers have brought upon us, 
by defending our ſelves againſt their Plots to deſtroy us) all we 
have will be too little to ſatisfy their Cravings. The Demands of 
France for the Support of an abdicating Monarch and his Family ; 
the Demands of the Court of Rome for it's Expence on that Ac- 
count; the Reimburſing the Engl;/þ Papiſts and others of this Na- 
tion for their Contributions to that Purpoſe; the Satisfaction to be 
made for the diſpoſſeſſing of the right Heir to the Crown, as he is 
called, for 40 or 50 Years; the Reſtitution of Religious Houſes, 
Church Lands, and Tythes to the regular Romiſb Clergy, with a 
long, very long & cetera, will amount to an immenſe Tax indeed. 
When the Caſe is ſtated on both Sides, there will appear a tre- 
mendous Balance on one ; and if nothing will convince ſome Peo- 
ple but Experience, I will not wiſh them Joy of ſo fatal a Trial, 
but will pray, that all who love our holy Religion, our Laws 
and Liberties, may never partake of the Experiment with them. 


The 
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The Way to prevent the Bleſſings we enjoy being torn from us 
by the Hands of thoſe, who are in Arms to effectuate their wicked 
Deſigns, is to implore the Guard of Heaven for our Safety; that 
every Profeſſor of our holy Religion approve himſelf to God, by a 
ſincere and uniform Obedience to his Will; that we be ſteady and 
zealous in our Loyalty to his Majeſty King George, the Defender 
of our Faith, the Guardian of our Lives, Laws, and Properties, 
the Object of French and Papal Hatred, the Patron of the Liberties 
of Europe, and will, we truſt, in God's due Time, be an Inſtru- 
ment in the Hand of Providence, to ſettle this and other diſtracted 
Nations on the Foundation of Peace and laſting Tranquillity. In 
ſhort, they who will not join in proper Means for our common 
Preſervation, are unworthy the Name of Proteſtants, unwort 
thoſe Laws, which make us a free People, and deſerve that heavy 
Yoke, which Popery and lawleſs Power muſt fix upon us. 

I defire not to harbour an uncharitable Thought, but cannot 
help ſaying, that they who call themſelves Proteſtants, but are 
Enemies to the Government, we have the Bleſſing to live under, 
and favour thoſe who are fighting under the Banner of Rome to 
deſtroy us, ſeem prepared to take up Popiſh Beads, and pay their 
Homage to a Shrine or a Crucifix. 

If the Sword 1s drawn, and the Scabbard thrown away, as our 
open Enemies tell us; if Now, or Never, be their Cry to ſpirit up 
the Rebellious Faction as much as poſſible, and call in more Strength, 
it is ſufficient Warning to us. If that will not awaken us, I know 
not what will: Awaken, I ſay, not to give good Words only to 
the Government, but-to ſerious Conſultation, and a Readineſs for 
Action, Good Words are good Things; but when alone are but 
impotent, eſpecially in the Caſe we now are ; what will the moſt 
loyal Addreſſes to the Throne ſignify, if they do not flow from 
loyal Hearts and a Readineſs to execute what is promiſed : We 
have a late, a very remarkable Inſtance to this Purpoſe, vzz. a City 
which addreſſed the King to-day, and opened their Gates to his Ene- 
mies to-morrow, without making any Reſiſtance. In ſhort, a cold 
Indifferency is now criminal; and as the preſent State of the Nation 
is, they who ſtand not up in Defence of it's Religion and Liberties, 
deſerve to be rank'd, not amongſt it's Friends, but it's Enemies. 
It cannot be forgot, what Zeal once appeared for the Church of 
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England, when it was in no Danger; and now, wen it is threaten'd 


with utter Deſtruction, will they be unconcerned about it? This 


would be too plain a Teſtimony, that their Zeal is blind, or that 


it is another Church they have in View, but will not own it. 
But whatever the Views of ſome Men are, we have Reaſon to 

thank God, that the Eyes of all ſincere Proteſtants in the Kingdom 

are now open; that they ſee the Danger to which our holy Reli- 


gion is expoſed, and are determined to uſe all Means in their Power 


to preſerve it. And may that God, who ruleth over all the King- 
doms of the World, continue his gracious Protection over this: 
As he has often ſaved us from our Blood-thirſty Enemies, may he 
ſtill deliver us; and may all Orders of Men in this Nation make 
grateful Returns to God for his paſt Goodneſs; that under the 
Cover of his Wings we may {till be ſafe. | f 
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